The influence of androgens on the development of a sex difference in the vasopressinergic innervation of the rat lateral septum.
The vasopressinergic innervation of the lateral septum is much denser in male than in female rats. The present study demonstrates that, under physiological conditions, the development of this sex difference is dependent on the presence of androgens around the seventh postnatal day. It was possible, however, to induce in female or neonatally castrated male rats a fiber density as high as in control males by high doses of testosterone, given in the first, second or even third week of life.